PRINCIPAL MESSAGE | WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2020

Dear Bel Aire Families,
I hope this message finds you well. Bel Aire staff is excited and busy preparing for the virtual
start of the 2020-2021 school year! Last week’s message was largely about scheduling. If
you missed it, you may want to review this Google Doc. Below, you will find some additional
updates and information to support Bel Aire family preparation for successful entry into
Phase 1.
Even with a virtual start, Bel Aire students will continue to develop the skills, strategies, and
dispositions to support deep learning and social-emotional growth. Our annual schoolwide
themes help focus these efforts, and provide students with short, tangible reminders.
With a year full of so much change, and so many new experiences, it made sense to keep
our annual theme simple and familiar. Accordingly, the 2020-2021 school wide focus is:
“Safe • Kind • Fair.” These words are pulled from a playground message we introduced
several years ago: “We are s
 afe, we are kind, we are f air. We are citizens of Bel Aire.”
In addition to being familiar, these three simple words seem to really capture our current
efforts as we prepare for a school year that emphasizes new safety protocols (safe),
continues our ongoing kindness campaign (kind), and makes space for our honest
conversations about equity and inclusion (fair).
We will be making connections to the ideas of safety, kindness, and fairness in our
social-emotional and academic endeavors throughout the year. My hope is always that by
sharing our theme with families, parents can help integrate these ideas at home by
helping students make thematic connections and by providing a focus for home
conversations and questions.
While 2020-2021 will be very different from a typical school year, I am certain it holds space
for the exciting possibilities that come with all of the new and unusual circumstances that
continue to emerge. Family partnership is more important than ever. To support our

partnership, I encourage you to review the information below to best prepare you and your
students for a successful start of the year!
Sincerely,
Lexie Cala
Bel Aire Principal
P.S. Please make sure you read all the way through this message. It includes updates,
reminders, and an important message from the PTA at the very bottom!

IMPORTANT BACK-TO-SCHOOL DATES

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20
8AM-2PM | Student Supply Pickup by Grade Level
(3RD: 8AM-10AM • 4TH: 10AM-12PM • 5TH: 12PM-2PM)
2:00 PM | Parent Meeting for Extended Distance Learning Program
7:00 PM | *RUSD Parent Distance Learning Education Night (register here)
(*Please register for the event to automatically receive video recording)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21
9AM-2PM | Student Supply Pickup (Make-Up)
1PM-5PM | Class Placement Announcements

MONDAY, AUGUST 24
9AM - 1:45PM | First Day of Virtual School

MONDAY, AUGUST 31
6PM-6:45PM | Virtual Back to School Night

ADDITIONAL UPDATES & REMINDERS

REMINDER: RUSD STUDENT SUPPLY PICK-UP | THURSDAY, AUGUST 20
We are providing important learning materials for students to use during Phase 1. Please
maintain the materials in good condition, as students will be asked to return most of
the materials for Phase 2.
Please note that supply bags will come with a checklist of contents. Please hold on to the
bag and the checklist to help you track the materials for their return.
The following times are designated for student supply pick-up on Thursday, August 20.
Supply bags will include a wide range of important learning materials that will be required for
lessons beginning on August 24. Families who have requested an iPad will also be able to
pick up RUSD devices.
3rd Grade | 8AM - 10AM
4th Grade | 10AM - 12PM

5th Grade | 12PM - 2PM

Instructions for Materials Pick-Up | Parents should drive up the main driveway
(staying to the far right of the driveway), and proceed through the lower parking lot
circle. As you approach the front office, please stay in your vehicle, and roll down your
window. A staff member will help retrieve materials for your students. Please continue
through the parking lot circle and back down the driveway. It is possible there may be a
small line of traffic when you arrive, and we appreciate your patience as we work as
quickly as possible to distribute the important student materials.

Make-Up: Friday, August 21 from 9AM - 2PM | Please note we prefer families to use
the designated Thursday times, but we understand that some families may be unable
to make those times. If you are unable to make the designated grade level time on
Thursday, you may come into the front office on Friday to pick up your student
supplies.

REMINDER: ExDL PARENT INFORMATION SESSION
Families who have enrolled their children in the Extended Distance Learning Program
(ExDL) should plan to join an information session on Thursday, August 20 at 2:00 PM.
Enrolled families should have received an email with additional information and a Zoom
meeting link.
We are duly impressed with our ExDL team of teachers as they create an important
alternative for families, and we look forward to sharing more details with you at the August 20
session.

REMINDER: PARENT DISTANCE LEARNING EDUCATION NIGHT THURSDAY @
7PM

Please join our webinar on Thursday, August 20th at 7:00pm to learn how you can support
your child with technology during distance learning this fall. Some of the topics covered
include:

Best practices for using Zoom during live classes
Overview of some of the essential apps your child will be using
Tips about setting up a successful learning environment for your child in your home
How to access important information from within Alma (our district’s student information
system)
To register, please click on this link. If you can't make it to the live webinar, you can still
register and you will automatically receive a recording of the meeting by email.

NEW: 2020-2021 STAFF UPDATES
HELLOS & GOODBYES
Please join me in welcoming Ms. Tara O’Connor (returning) and Mr. Jim Asiano in
classified student support roles.
Bel Aire is saying goodbye to: Britton Barkoff, Ryan Davis, Kelly Morphy (moving to
Reed), Cristina Lopez (moving to Reed), Kim Abella (moving to Del Mar), and Margaret
Tibbits. We miss this incredible team of folks already, but wish them well in their new
endeavors!
NEW POSITIONS
The following teachers are remaining in the Bel Aire community but in a new role:

Kristen Commesso: Design Lab Instructional Aide + Intervention Support
Stacy Corsiglia: 4th Grade Grade Level Chair
Stephanie Bjeldanes: 3rd Grade Grade Level Chair
Jim Sanchez: Equity & Inclusion Chair
Lora Nazarian: Executive Secretary
Scout Smit: School Secretary
David Sawyer: 4th Grade Teacher

Maya Forestier: 4th Grade Teacher
Kate Curnow: Long-Term Substitute

REMINDER: PLACEMENT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Families can expect to receive information about their child’s teacher on Friday, August 21.
We will begin sending class information at noon on Friday, but please understand that it may
take several hours for some families to receive the message. Please only message us
with concerns if you haven’t received anything by the evening hours. Along with the news of
your child’s assigned teacher, you can expect to receive details about the weekly schedule
and a short, introductory video from your child’s teacher. As a reminder, the class
placement process is extra complicated this year, and we cannot accommodate any
parent requests - including well-meaning suggestions to place students together
based on outside learning or recreational groups.

REMINDER: DAILY ATTENDANCE
Please note that teachers will be taking attendance daily, so students need to arrive on time
to their virtual classroom via the Zoom link coming. In Phase 1, virtual school begins
promptly at 9:00am.

PARENT TIP: SETTING YOUR CHILD(REN) UP FOR SUCCESS!
Be purposeful with positive messaging. As I mentioned in last week’s message, one of
the most important things parents can do to prepare their children for a virtual back-to-school
experience is to begin purposefully spreading excitement about a virtual return to school on
August 24. As always, our students are taking cues from the adults they love as they process
their current realities. We can fill them with fear, and anger, and anxiety, or we can try to set
them up for a more positive experience with messages of hope, and safety, and new
possibilities.
Create a home workstation. Help your child set up a designated learning environment.
Help organize the supplies provided by the school along with any additional convenience or
comfort items to personalize the work space.

Establish supportive routines. Help your child transition to regularly scheduled (and
perhaps earlier) bedtime and wake-up routines.
Prepare for heavier support initially. We have thoughtfully created plans to allow parents
more flexibility and lesser oversight, but please prepare to be available as your student
transitions back-to-school. Help them establish consistent, effective academic routines. We
do expect that the need for parent participation will lessen as children become familiar with
new practices and protocols.

MESSAGE FROM THE PTA

Welcome new and returning families to the 2020-21 School Year at Bel Aire! This will be a
unique year, but even though the day-to-day will operate differently, we look forward to
creatively continuing RUSD PTA's mission: To enrich the lives of our children and parent
community. We will do this through coordinating special programs, parent education &
volunteerism, and providing support to teachers.
Please consider supporting our PTA by becoming a member via the link below today!
We also welcome you to attend BA PTA meetings, the first Wednesday of each month at
8:30 AM. Please check the school calendar or the PTA website for Zoom information. If you
would like to be on our volunteer list, or have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Thank you for your support of Bel Aire School and The Reed Union School District!
Allison Hart
Bel Aire Site Chair
allisonhart21@gmail.com

--> PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE <--

