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SUMMARY: Jeremy Thatcher escapes from Howard Morton and Freddie the 
Frog Killer who were trying to hold Jeremy down so Mary Lou Hutton 
could kiss him. Jeremy runs as fast as he can and happens into Mr. 
Elivie's Magic Shop. Jeremy chooses a dragon egg, hatches it and a 
wonderful adventure unfolds. 
 
Considerations: Although this story has elements of fantasy and magical 
events, the message has to do with personal growth and courage. 
 
Vocabulary (for discussion purposes): 
 
   1. pursuers 
   2. admonishing 
   3. lyric 
   4. sated 
   5. marauding 
   6. philosophy 
   7. antics  
 
 
Related Activities 
 
1. Locate several other tales or legends involving dragons. 
Compare/contrast the role of the dragon in the stories to Tiamat. 
 
2. Create a semantic word web for the main characters. Use 
characteristics to describe the qualities of each character. 
 
3. Create a sequel to this story in summary form, capturing the main 
events and adventures. 
 
4. Design a sculpture, diorama, or bring props and retell this story to a 
small audience. 
 
5. Find out more about Midsummer Night. Discuss some of the traditions 
associated with this night. Discuss why this holiday is fitting for hatching 
a dragon. Where is Midsummer Night celebrated? Look at a synopsis of 
the play by Shakespeare. 
 
6. Find out about the importance of dragons to the Chinese culture. Share 
your findings with the class. 



 
7. Research Babylonian mythology. Retell the myth of Tiamat. 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 
1. Discuss the reasons for Jeremy wanting to escape. Have you ever had 
similar problems? How did you cope with the situation? 
 
 
2. Discuss the fairness of a sixth grader always winning the art contest or 
any other contest. 
 
 
3. Explain the conflict between Jeremy and Mr. Kravitz. How did they 
resolve the conflict? What understandings did they develop? 
 
 
4. Jeremy and Tiamat have a unique communication system. Discuss how 
Jeremy's moods cause Tiamat to react. 
 
 
5. Discuss the names of some of the characters in this story. Which 
names do think are most unique? Give reasons for your answer. 
 
 
6. Discuss the role of Miss Priest in the story. 
 
 
7. Refer to page 138. Find the passage that includes this statement, 
"Nothing you love is ever really lost. Not really." What is meant by this? 
 
 
8. Refer to the passage on page 144, "Midsummer Night will break your 
heart, All Hallow? Eve may patch it." Did Jeremy find this to be true? 
Explain. 
 
 
9. What questions were answered when Miss Priest smiled and nodded, 
and touched her lips with her finger? (page 148) 
 


